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F.A.Q. about WX and FX

WX

What is a WX?

WX is an administrative withdrawal/disenrollment of a student who registered but never attended class. Faculty have the responsibility to record a WX for any student on the class roster who has not attended on or by the Census Date. A student phone or e-mail contact with an instructor does not constitute class attendance.
What is the Census Date?

The Census Date is the 10th day of an academic quarter. The Census Date is used to by colleges to determine enrollment figures and to determine students’ eligibility for financial aid disbursements. 

How do I know the Census Date for my class(es)?

Census Date is the 10th day of an academic quarter. Census Dates for your class(es) can be found 
on your WebAdvisor Class Roster and the MCC – WX Roster on WebAdvisor. Beginning 11/FA, the College will adopt a single Census Date for all classes each quarter.  Census Date/10th day will be listed on the Academic Calendar and the Important Dates on the official Class Schedule. 
When does the WX Roster close on the Census Date?

WX’s can be submitted via the WX Roster on WebAdvisor until 11:59:59 pm on the census date.  

How does WX differ for online classes? 

For online classes, faculty have the responsibility to record a WX for any student who has not engaged in a class activity on or by the Census Date. Note: Simply logging on does not constitute engaging in a class activity.

How does WX differ for 5-Week classes?

The Census Date for shorter sessions is determined differently and may vary. Check your MCC – WX Roster on WebAdvisor for any classes you teach that are shorter than 10 weeks.
What is the importance of a WX?

Submitting a WX records the fact of a student’s non-attendance/non-participation and is critical for financial aid purposes. Financial aid awards are adjusted each quarter to reflect students’ official enrolled credits as of the Census Date. 

The credits a student is registered for as of the Census Date will determine the amount of Financial Aid and will be considered the attempted credits for the Satisfactory Academic Progress calculation for Financial Aid.

WX, continued

Are you saying I have to take attendance?

Faculty have the responsibility* to record a WX by the Census Date for any student who has never attended, therefore accurate attendance records are needed up to the Census Date.  After the Census Date, faculty attendance policies are at instructors’ discretion and must be outlined clearly in their syllabus. Attendance records can include the recording of student assignments or activities.

*In order to comply with Federal Pell Grant Regulations, 34 CFR 690.80(b)2.ii, institutions must verify class attendance in each class in which a student enrolls and receives financial aid for based on the credit hours being included in their enrollment status. Failure to prove attendance may result in MCC having to refund the Federal Government the funds received.

http://ecfr.gpoaccess.gov/cgi/t/text/text-idx?c=ecfr&sid=3d82cbd8c221fd795146 ae13bf6bace0&rgn=div5&view=text&node=34:4.1.1.1.5&idno=34#34:4.1.1.1.5.1.1.6
If faculty are submitting a WX for students who never attend, do students still need to withdraw if they decide not to attend?

Yes, both faculty and students have responsibilities that do not relieve the others’ responsibilities. Faculty are responsible for submitting a WX for students who have never attended by the Census Date. Students are responsible for dropping course(s) if unable to attend. Non-attendance does not relieve the student from the obligation to pay.

I preferred the IW. Why can’t faculty continue to use the IW?

The Instructor Withdrawal (IW) had the potential to deny students their right to due process.* Instructors are responsible for notifying the college of any student who has not attended by the Census Date. After the Census Date, students registered for a class have the right to attend that class unless they have been officially removed for misconduct through due process as instituted and carried out in coordination with the Campus Dean or Director (Student Services). 

Why does the “right to due process” disallow using the IW?

Faculty may not remove a student from a class (formerly known as “IW”) at a public college (or university) without first following established due process procedures according to law. When students register and pay for a class at a public college they have the right to attend that class to its conclusion, regardless of their conduct or the grade that they are likely to earn, unless the College has first afforded them their right to due process.  The only way to unilaterally permanently remove or disenroll a student from a class is via the established College disciplinary process. Failure to afford the student their due process rights may result in liability for the College and liability of the instructor(s) and administrators, in both their official and individual (personal) capacities.  

It’s Census Date and I have a student who attended the first day of class but hasn’t returned since. Can I WX this student?

No. If a student attends at least one class meeting, the WX withdrawal is not an option.

WX, continued

Can I issue a WX before the Census Date?

Yes. Instructors can issue a WX for any student who has not attended from the 1st class session through the Census Date, provided the syllabus clearly states that students will be withdrawn (WX) for never attending as of the 1st class session.

I missed the date for submitting a WX and have students on my roster who never attended. 
What should I do?

Once the Census Date is passed, the WX cannot be submitted. Any student who does not receive a WX or does not drop the class will show up on your final roster and will need to be given a final grade in the class. Students on your roster at the end of class who never attended would earn an attendance-related failing grade (FX). Reminder: Posting the final grade of FX requires a Date of Last Attendance. For a student who never attended but was not WX’d, use the 1st date of the class as the Date of Last Attendance.

It’s the end of the quarter and while posting my grades I realize I should have submitted a WX for a student who never attended. What do I do now?

Any student who does not receive a WX or does not drop the class will show up on your final roster and will need to be given a final grade in the class. Students on your roster at the end of class who never attended would earn an attendance-related failing grade (FX).  Reminder: Posting the final grade of FX requires a Date of Last Attendance. In the case of a student who never attended but was not WX’d, use the 1st date of the class as the Date of Last Attendance.

I mistakenly submitted a WX for the wrong student! How do I fix this?
Contact your Academic Dean and the Records Office with the student’s name, student I.D. # and brief explanation. Records will re-enroll the student once receiving the dean’s approval.

I submitted a WX for a student who never attended. Now the student has shown up to class and wants to attend. What do I tell the student?

Once receiving a WX, the student will no longer be enrolled in your class. If the student now wants to attend, he/she will first need to receive instructor approval for late registration. If approval is granted, the student will then need to register for the class using the CLOSED CLASS/LATE REGISTRATION form. (Note: There is no late registration for online classes.)

What is Automatic Disenrollment from Online Classes?

Online students’ logins are tracked in the College’s administrative software. Online students who have not logged into a class in Angel before and through the Census Date are automatically WX’d from that class. If an online student otherwise violates the instructor’s participation policy as stated in the syllabus, the instructor would post a WX on or before the Census Date. Note: If students in an online class buy access to an external website product such as MyAccountingLab, faculty should post information on the external site to insure students log on to Angel with their MCC username and password AND enter the actual course to avoid inadvertent Automatic Disenrollment.
FX

What is an FX?
The FX is a final course grade that reflects an attendance-related failure. The FX requires faculty to include the DATE of LAST ATTENDANCE on the Final Grading Roster.

How should instructors determine the Date of Last Attendance?

For instructors who record attendance throughout the quarter, the Date of Last Attendance will be taken from instructors’ records. 
For those classes where attendance is not mandatory and attendance is not recorded after the Census Date, the Date of Last Attendance date will be determined from the last activity date reflected in the instructor's records (i.e. last paper submitted or last examination completed).
When can FX be given to students?

The FX is a final grade and therefore is posted on the Final Grading Roster on WebAdvisor when final grades are due at the end of the quarter. 

Why can’t I give students an FX at the time they earn it?

The FX can be determined at any time during the quarter—that is, once earned according to the attendance policy as specified in the instructor’s syllabus. The actual posting of the FX grade will take place at the end of the quarter on the WebAdvisor Final Grading Roster.  In addition to posting the grade of FX, the instructor must also post the DATE OF LAST ATTENDANCE.

Can students avoid the FX Grade?
Students earning an FX grade prior to the end of the quarter may avoid receiving the failing grade by withdrawing from the course before the Last Date to Withdraw from Class. This date is posted under the Important Dates on the official Class Schedule at http://www.mccneb.edu/schedule/. Students have the responsibility to maintain contact with their instructor to know if they may be subject to an FX grade and/or to drop the course in a timely manner.

Why can’t I remove (or deny online access) to a student who has earned an FX?
Faculty may not remove a student from a class (formerly known as “IW”) at a public college (or university) without first following established due process procedures according to law. When students register and pay for a class at a public college they have the right to attend that class to its conclusion, regardless of their conduct or the grade that they are likely to earn, unless the College has first afforded them their right to due process.  The only way to unilaterally permanently remove or disenroll a student from a class is via the established College disciplinary process. Failure to afford the student their due process rights may result in liability for the College and liability of the instructor(s) and administrators, in both their official and individual (personal) capacities.  

