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CITING RESEARCH DATABASES MLA STYLE  
Opposing Viewpoints in Context 

 
 
The following guidelines are based on the MLA Handbook (9th edition). The following examples are 
provided: 
 

1. Viewpoint essay published as an article, then in a book (pp. 2-3) 

2. Viewpoint essay not published in a book (pp. 3-4) 
3. Magazine article (p. 5) 

 
 

URLs 
 

1. Because the articles in Opposing Viewpoints have not been assigned a DOI (Digital Object 

Identifier), your citation should include a URL (Uniform Resource Locator) instead. 

 

2. To view the document URL, scroll to the end of the article until you see Source Citation.  

a. Do not include the protocol (https:) or double forward slash (//) in your citation. 

b. If the URL takes up more than one line, do not insert spaces or hyphens to force a break. 

Use your computer’s Enter/Return key instead. 
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EXAMPLE 1: Viewpoint essay (published as an article, then in a book) 
 

To cite a viewpoint essay, scroll to the bottom of the screen until you see Source Citation.  

Viewpoint essays were originally published in a magazine, newspaper, or website, then reprinted in a 

book, and then added to the Opposing Viewpoints database. Because MLA treats information about the 

original source as optional when citing reprints (p. 53) you may ignore the original source in your 

citation and cite only the book. 

 

Database screenshot:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MLA citation with URL: 

Americans for Safe Access. “Patients Should Be Allowed to Grow Marijuana Plants for Medicine.” The 

Legalization of Marijuana, edited by Noel Merino, Greenhaven, 2016. Opposing Viewpoints in 

Context, link.galegroup.com/apps/doc/EJ3010991220/OVIC?u=omah20254&sid=OVIC&xid= 

ac02a1f5. 
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MLA citation with URL and original source information: 

Americans for Safe Access. “Patients Should Be Allowed to Grow Marijuana Plants for Medicine.” The 

Legalization of Marijuana, edited by Noel Merino, Greenhaven, 2016. Opposing Viewpoints in 

Context, link.galegroup.com/apps/doc/EJ3010991220/OVIC?u=omah20254&sid=OVIC&xid= 

ac02a1f5. Originally published as “Patient Cultivation: The Seed of Safe Access,” 2011. 

 

EXAMPLE 2: Viewpoint essay (not published in a book) 
 

In this example, the article was taken directly from the original source and did not appear in a book.  

 

Database screenshot:  
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MLA citation with URL: 

Lamm, Richard D., and Philip Cafaro. “Reducing Legal Immigration Levels Will Help Workers and the 

Environment.” Opposing Viewpoints Online Collection, Gale, 2018. Opposing Viewpoints in 

Context, link.galegroup.com/apps/doc/FFTRSM338050218/OVIC?u=omah20254&sid=OVIC 

&xid=9ae55842. 

 

MLA citation with URL and original source information: 

Lamm, Richard D., and Philip Cafaro. “Reducing Legal Immigration Levels Will Help Workers and the 

Environment.” Opposing Viewpoints Online Collection, Gale, 2018. Opposing Viewpoints in 

Context, link.galegroup.com/apps/doc/FFTRSM338050218/OVIC?u=omah20254&sid=OVIC 

&xid=9ae55842. Originally published as “The Liberal Case for Reducing Immigration,” Denver 

Post, 16 Feb. 2018. 
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EXAMPLE 3: Magazine article 

 
To cite sources other than Viewpoint Essays, such as magazine articles, scroll to the bottom of the 

screen until you see Source Citation. The Source Citations are usually accurate except you should omit 

the initial http: (protocol) and // (double slash) from the URL. 

 

Database screenshot: 

 

 
MLA citation with URL: 

Blad, Evie. “Online Company Abandons Plans to Launch School Shooter Game.” Education Week, 6 June 

2018, p. 5. Opposing Viewpoints in Context, link.galegroup.com/apps/doc/A543335996/OVIC?u= 

omah20254&sid=OVIC&xid=a0c7784e. 

 


