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CITING RESEARCH DATABASES APA STYLE 

 

The following guidelines are taken from Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association 
(7th edition).  

GENERAL RULES 
 
See APA 9.3, 9.34, and 9.35 
 
 

1. Follow the rules for citing a print copy of the source. 
 

2. Complete the citation with the DOI (Digital Object Identifier) for all works that have one. 
  

a. Use this format: https://doi.org/xxxxx 
 
For example, if the DOI is 10.1016/j.addbeh.2020.106327 use 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.addbeh.2020.106327 in your reference. 
 

b. Do not place a period after the DOI 
 

c. When a DOI is long or complex, you may use shortDOIs. Use the shortDOI service provided 
by the International DOI Foundation (http://shortdoi.org) to create shortDOIs. 
 

3. Do not provide the database name or URL (Uniform Resource Locator). 
 

E-BOOK 
 
 

Citation with Edition and DOI 

Author. (Year of publication). Book title (x ed.). Publisher Name. https://doi.org/xxxxx 

No Edition and DOI not available  

Author. (Year of publication). Book title. Publisher Name. 

 
  

http://shortdoi.org/
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Examples 
 
EBSCO eBook without edition; DOI not available 

Nario-Redmond, M. R., Perlman, D., & Silverman, A. (2020). Ableism: The causes and consequences of 

disability prejudice. Wiley-Blackwell. 

EBSCO eBook with edition; DOI not available 

Harris, D., & Winokuer, H. R. (2021). Principles and practices of grief counseling (3rd. ed.). Springer 

Publishing Company. 

JOURNAL ARTICLE    
 
 

Citation with DOI 
 
Author. (Year of publication). Article title. Journal Title, Volume number(Issue number), page numbers. 

https://doi.org/xxxxxx 

DOI not available  

Author. (Year of publication). Article title. Journal Title, Volume number(Issue number), page numbers.  

Examples 
 
Citation with DOI 
 
Mikami, A. Y., Khalis, A., Jia, M., Na, J. J., & Szwedo, D. E. (2019). Online social interactions predict 

academic and emotional adjustment in the transition to university. Journal of Research on 

Adolescence, 29(1), 210-224. https://doi.org/10.1111/jora.12377 

DOI not available 

Chen, S.-L. (2018). What's in a name? - Facebook's real name policy and user privacy. Kansas Journal of 

Law & Public Policy, 28(1), 147-172. 
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MAGAZINE ARTICLE    
 

Citation with DOI and Issue Number 

Author (Year of publication, month day). Article title. Magazine Title, Volume Number(Issue number), 

page numbers. https://doi.org/ xxxxxx 

Issue Number and DOI not available  

Author (Year of publication, month day). Article title. Magazine Title, Volume Number, page numbers.  

Examples 

DOI not available 

Frankovich, N. (2019). Benefit of the doubt? Commonweal, 146(16), 17-18. 

Volume number, issue number, page numbers, and DOI not available 

Axelrod, J. (2019). Treading carefully: How public employers can combat heightened exposure in the 

#MeToo era. American City & County Exclusive Insight. 

NEWSPAPER ARTICLE   

 
 

Citation with DOI 

Author. (Year of publication, month day). Article title. Newspaper Title, page numbers. 

https://doi.org/xxxxx 

DOI not available  

Author. (Year of publication, month day). Article title. Newspaper Title, page numbers.  
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Examples 

DOI not available 
 
Dillon, L. (2020, March 23). Virus expected to exacerbate housing issues in California; Job losses and 

lower tax revenues could combine to worsen the affordability gap. Los Angeles Times, B1. 

DOI and page numbers not available 
 
Gillispie, J. (2020, March 22). Long-awaited opening delayed until 2021. Stillwater NewsPress.  
 


